
 

Kirkton Woodland

Kirkton Woodland and Heritage Group aims to revitalise the 
 community to ensure its long term economic, social, cultural and  

environmental sustainability by managing community land and  
assets for the benefit of the community and the public in general. 



Kirkton Woodland and Heritage Group 

Who are we and what’s our purpose?  
Kirkton Woodland and Heritage Group (KWHG), a company limited by 
guarantee with charitable status, was formed in 2009 in order to revitalise 
the community to ensure its long term economic, social, cultural and 
environmental sustainability.  
Our aims are; 
 Manage community land and associated assets for the benefit  
        of the community and the public in general 
 Advance the education of the community about its environment, 

      culture and history. 
 Advance the arts, heritage, culture and science. 
 
This is being done through; 
 Developing, promoting and encouraging good environmental 

practices. 
 Promoting the environment, biodiversity, social and cultural benefits 

of the area to the community. 
 Promoting enterprise, skills and development. 
 Raising awareness of the natural environment through education, 

events and information. 
 Safeguarding the history, culture and heritage of the area for 

generations to come. 



Kirkton Wood – A hidden past 

Lochcarron and its environs are blessed with numerous places of 
archaeological and historical interest. Any area of hill planted up for 
woodland is likely to incorporate at least one of these sites. Back in the 
1970s, when the wood was planted, some of these sites were given little 
or no protection, with trees located adjacent to or even within structures, 
Kirkton settlement being a case in point. 
 
The footprint of Kirkton woodland follows today mirrors exactly the area 
previously used by Kirkton Farms as pastureland. This land was 
bordered by Jeantown crofts and common grazings to the west, Tullich 
Farm to the north, Glebe Farm to the east and the arable land of Kirkton 
Farms to the south 



Photo 1 shows the line of the old coffin and drove road that ran from 

Lochcarron to Kishorn, the current footpath that bisects the wood follows 
roughly its course. Coffins could be carried (with regular halts for a dram) 
in either direction to the old graveyards. Tenant farmers, and later 
crofters, used this route to bring their black cattle, and later sheep, from 
the Kishorn and Applecross areas to the old cattle market and general 
fair (Druim na Feille), which was located in the field north east of the new 
fire station, before being sold to drovers for onward movement to markets 
in the east and south such as Muir of Ord, Creiff and Falkirk. 
 
This ancient route way may 
well have been in use for 
over a millennium. 
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Photo 3 
Shows Cnoc na Staing the 
possible site of an Iron Age Dun, 
a type of small defensive 
structure. 

Photo 2 
Shows one of the houses and its accompanying kale yard (vegetable 
garden) that formed the small settlement of Kirkton, which had grown up 
around the old church, manse and its attached glebe farm, and after 
which the woodland was named. The houses typically would have had 
stonewalls a metre high topped with turf and thatched with heather, 
usually heather. Internal walls were simple wooden frames covered by 
planking. 

 
During the first half of the 
19th century Kirkton (then 
known as Kirktown) had a 
population of 40+ but from 
this point it steadily dropped 
until it was finally “cleared” in 
1872 of the hotelkeepers 
remaining four sub-tenants. 
of its remaining four 
sub-tenants of the 
hotelkeeper in 1872.  
 

By comparing the 1871 census to the 
1881 census it is likely that the four 
cleared households were made up of 
members of the  MacKenzie, 
Murchison, and McRae families 
together with a Catherine MacDonald, 
a total of 12 people. Clearing the 
families from the Kirkton settlement 
meant only those occupying the glebe 
land remained. 

 
 



The woodland is situated immediately adjacent to Lochcarron village. It 
sits in a prominent position in terms of landscape and forms a backdrop 
to the village. Since the autumn of 2010 KWHG have been following a 
process set out in the National Forest Land Scheme (NFLS) –  
a government initiative established to help communities take ownership 
of FCS land. The process involves a valuation being placed on the land 
by the District Valuer, community consultations, the distribution of a 
questionnaire survey, writing a Business Plan and holding a community 
ballot. The public ballot was held in February 2011 which satisfied the 
NFLS criteria and demonstrated strong local support (85% in favour) for 
KWHG to proceed with the community acquisition of the wood. The DV 
has assessed the value of Kirkton Woodland as being £90,000. This is a 
relatively low value given the size of the forest. We have until Spring 
2013 to raise the necessary funds to purchase. 

 

Present - Consultations and Community Ballot 

Kirkton Woodland, lying immediately to the north west of the village of 
Lochcarron, is a coniferous woodland extending to some 92.6ha, of 
which approximately 88ha is planted. It is located on an open south 
easterly aspect mainly on moderate or gentle slopes and is of a uniform 
age having been planted in 1974. It consists of mainly lodge pole pine 
but also with some larch and sitka spruce. Small amounts of mixed 
broadleaves also exist within the crop. The underlying geology is 
granulitic schist with acid gneiss to the north. A raised beach forms the 
surface deposits to the east of the wood, while moraine deposits are 
found to the west. Soils are generally acidic, and thin in some places. 

The Woodland 



A good financial case can be made for the community management of 
Kirkton Woodland as in the short term, KWHG should be able to 
generate enough income from the standing timber to finance the 
restructuring of the woodland. Financing the acquisition of the woodland 
will include an application to the new Scottish Land Fund, also income 
generating opportunities such as the sale of 2-3 house plots and 
woodland croft tenancies. KWHG will therefore be able to generate 
sufficient revenue to supplement land management , ongoing forest 
management and project development expenditure. To ensure 
organizational sustainability, KWHG need to encourage the ongoing 
support and involvement of the local community. This will ensure that 
through community ownership and management of Kirkton Woodland, 
KWHG will be able to provide a wide range of social, environmental and 
economic benefits to the community and wider public. 

It is proposed that Kirkton Woodland is restocked with a mixture of 50% 
conifers, 30% broadleaves and 20% open space. The detail and design of 
the replanting will be agreed in consultation with the community as part of 
the woodland management plan. 

 

The Future 

Kirkton Woodland – Managment 

The acquisition and management of Kirkton Woodland will provide a 
range of community and wider public benefits including; 
 The sustainable development of the woodland through restructuring           

the conifer crop towards a greater diversity of trees thus improving 
the woodland’s conservation and recreational value. 

 Creation of road access into the woodland to allow forest 
management and timber extraction. 

 Creation of recreational access. 
 Creation of local employment from forest management. 
 Sale of house plots and the creation of woodland crofts for local 

affordable housing. 
 Cultural, historical and archaeological interpretation. 
Opening up the woodland to amenity and leisure will bring about a much 
needed facility for locals and visitors, also the close proximity of the 
primary school to the woodland will provide great opportunity and scope 
to tap into the forest schools initiative. 

Why do we want to purchase the land? 



KWHG Activities: 
Other than the proposed acquisition of Kirkton Woodland, our main focus 
relates to our ownership of the Smithy. We are progressing a three 
phased development plan to bring the building and surrounds back into 
economic use. Our new build heritage/craft workshops are nearing 
completion and our community treehouse is 
available for hire. Our other activities include 
running the monthly market, training 
workshops and events. KWHG is the 
appointed anchor organization under the 
H.I.E. Growth at the Edge Scheme, a local 
development officer was appointed under the 
Scheme in 2011 to assist community 
development.  
 
How Can you Assist? 
By becoming a member, a volunteer, by 
offering to put your skills to good use, assist 
with training, or you can donate to the woodland acquisition fund.  

More information; 

Thanks to Paul Swan, Vicky Stonebridge and Kristine MacKenzie for their assistance in producing this 
leaflet.  Designed, produced and printed by KWHG ©2012 

Full Name; __________________________________________________  

Home Address;______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

I enclose membership fee of  £2   / donation of £ ______ 

Cheques made payable to;  Kirkton Woodland  & Heritage Group. 

Kirkton Woodland and Heritage Group is a registered Scottish charity Number 

SCO20150, company number SC13757 

To become a member or make a donation;  
Please complete this form and return it with your donation to; 

Kirkton Woodland and Heritage Group, Strathcarron Station, Strathcarron, 

Wester Ross, IV54 8YR . Tel; 01520 722882 


