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The main settlement within Skye is undoubtedly Portree 

(1) (Gaelic: Port Rìgh meaning the Port of Kings) with a 
population of ~3,000. At the entrance to Portree is the well 
known Aros Centre which hosts numerous exhibitions 

over the course of the year – the centre also has a cinema, 
shop and restaurant and is open from 9am-9pm daily. Sea 
Eagle Boat Trips are run from the harbour (coincidently 

there is also a 'sea eagle camera' within the Aros Centre) 
alongside occasional boat trips to Rona. Portree also has 
numerous eateries and delicatessens throughout the town 

– Cafe Arriba serves food with a spanish flavour, The 
Cafe is recently opened but already attracting great  
reviews and Marmalade serves generous portions for 

evening meals. The Cuillin Hill's Hotel is more expensive 
but offers fantastic views over the bay. 
 
To the north of Portree is the Trotternish peninsula and 

Uig. The Flodigarry Country House Hotel (2) is notable 
for being the former hunting lodge and home of Flora  
MacDonald – there is a restaurant/bar on site. Kilt Rock 

(3)with its vertical basalt columns, is another highly popular 
attraction for tourists situated in north east Trotternish. 
Within Uig (4) itself is the Isle of Skye Brewery and Uig 

Pottery ; for food The Sheiling/Ella's Cafe specialises in 
vegetarian food at a reasonable price while Uig Hotel  
offers great views over the bay. Of course Trotternish is 

also home to the Old Man of Storr (5)– a famous  
geological feature situated on the Storr cliffs overlooking 
the sound of Raasay (science fiction fans may recognise 

shots of the Storr from Ridley's Scott's 2012 film –  
Prometheus). The walk is very achievable and the summit 
of the Storr itself is easily ascended. 
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Day trips around & about 

 



Welcome to this part of South West Ross. This leaflet is 
an introduction for visitors to some of the things to do 
and see on day trips from Strathcarron Railway station. 
  
Approximately nine miles from the Skye Bridge is  
Broadford (1); a large village which acts as the service 

centre for the south of Skye. The Co-op is a good place 
to stop for supplies and also contains a gas station.  
Within Broadford itself is the Skye Serpentarium – an 

award winning reptile exhibition centre suitable for all 
ages. Broadford Bay also offers a great place for seeing  
wildlife; otters and a wide variety of birds are regularly 

seen and Orca Whales have been spotted on occasion. 
Within Broadford there are also numerous places to eat;  
ranging in variety from the Red Skye Restaurant 

which has received excellent reviews to the Waterfront 
Fish & Chip Shop (for good quality fish and chips) and 
Cafe Sia – a highly popular Cafe (booking ahead is  

advisable during summer) which serves great pizza and 
coffee throughout the day.  
The village of Sconser is also located close to Broadford 

and offers a Ferry Connection to Raasay (2). 
 
Taking the main junction just before Broadford takes you 

south-west to Sleat (3) which is home to the Clan 
Donald Centre and Armadale Castle, occupied for 

some 750 years by the Chiefs of Clan MacLeod. Armadale 
itself also offers a ferry connection to Mallaig. The garden 
at Armadale Castle is highly recommended. Kinloch 

Lodge (4) which is home to Claire MacDonald, a famous 
cookery writer who sometimes runs classes, and features 
a restaurant serving high quality albeit expensive food. 

 
Also in the south-west of Skye, is the Srathaird peninsula 
and the village of Elgol on the shores of Loch Scavaig. 

Several boat trips are run from the harbour in Elgol (5) 
to Loch Coruisk at the foot of the Black Cuillin; the two 
most famous being the Bella Jane and Misty Isle boat 

trips.  
 
While the views from Loch Coruisk are stunning, it is 

worth noting that the road across to Elgol is particularly 
steep consisting of several hairpin bends and is not  

recommended for caravans. 

Heading west from Sligachan, on the road to Dunvegan 

you come across the village of Carbost (11) which is 
most notable for the presence of Talisker Distillery 
tours around the  

distillery are available throughout the year, naturally  
including the opportunity to taste various expressions of 

the Talisker malt. Further towards Dunvegan, in the  
village of Colbost is the world renowned Three  
Chimneys (12) restaurant -with the quality and price of 

the food matching its reputation. Straying off the beaten 
track, the Fairy Pools (13), located off the road to Glen 
Brittle, are acclaimed for their natural beauty. 

 
To the north-west is Dunvegan 
itself, a large village notable for 

the presence of Dunvegan  
Castle (14) which also has its 
own gardens) the traditional seat 

of Clan MacLeod of MacLeod.  
 
Dunvegan also has several shops 

and a filling station. Following the 
coastal road to the north takes 
you through the enchanting  

Waternish peninsula and on to the 
village of Edinbane, where  

Edinbane Pottery (15) is  
located. 

To the north of Broadford and situated at the junction 

between Dunvegan and Portree, is the village of  
Sligachan (6) – a popular destination amongst climbers 
due to its convenient location at the base of the Cuillins. 

The Sligachan Hotel is a very popular pub and eatery for 
walkers and also contains a microbrewery.  

 
Dun Bheag and the ruins of Dun Mor are the most  
accessible brochs on Skye and are situated near Struan 

(7) on the Sligachan road. There are also numerous  
examples of souterrains throughout Skye, notably in 
Claigan (8), Cnoc Ullinish (9) and Tungadale (10)– the 

walks varying in distance and difficulty. 


